
Scattered throughout Sonoma, Donelan’s �ve contracted vineyards are 

de�ned by their hillside geography. Rocky soil stresses the vines, forcing 

them to burrow deep for water. This “hydric imposition,” as Thomas calls it, 

produces a complexity in the grapes that embodies the varying characteristics 

of the soil. Cool climates extend the window for harvest, allowing Thomas to 

pick a vineyard on multiple occasions and wait for the grape’s optimal growth. 

He tends not to wait too long, however, as he avoids producing overripe wines: 

“We want to make varietally correct wines. A Chardonnay raisin and a 

Cabernet raisin both taste like raisins. So at some point the later you pick, the 

more similar wines are than they are different.”

All grapes aside, Donelan Family Wines is about people. With son Tripp as 

director of sales and wife Chris involved behind the scenes, the winery is 

indeed a family business. Even daughters Moriah and Keltie play a leading 

role, lending their names to the most acclaimed varietals. Pleasantly old-

fashion, Donelan handwrites a thank you note to each customer no matter 

the purchase, be it bottle or case. “In this age of computers and internet, so 

much is lost in thanking people,” he says. “I was brought up that when you get 

something, you take time out of your day and write a thank you note.” Over 70 

percent of his wine sold to individuals, Donelan has garnered many pen pals 

over his winery’s 11-year history.

Joe Donelan’s journey in wine has taken him far and wide, from the hills of 

Sonoma to the deeply rooted vines of the Rhone. Yet no matter his itinerary, 

it all invariably comes back to the “faraway land” whence it began. “I love 

Nantucket for the clean air, the crispness, being able to see the stars at night,” 

Donelan muses. “There are great restaurants here, and passionate people 

here. And that’s why I wouldn’t trade it for all the tea in China; it’s all about 

the passion!” So while Donelan Family Wines celebrates the terroir of 

Sonoma, there can be hints of Nantucket found lingering in the �nish.
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WE CAN GET YOU HOME.

TD Bank, N.A. | Bank deposits FDIC insured. 
Loans subject to credit approval. | Equal Housing Lender 

 Your dream home. A vacation retreat. An investment property. Whatever your next big step, we can 
help you get the right mortgage at the right price. As your complete mortgage resource, we offer 

�nancing options to suit your unique needs:

For expert advice and personal service,
contact Matt Sanford today.
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Matthew Sanford
Mortgage Loan Of�cer
of�ce: 1-978-524-2118
cell: 1-617-293-5399
toll free: 1-888-751-9000
matthew.sanford@tdbanknorth.com
www.tdbank.com/matthewsanford

�( Fixed-rate mortgages

�( Adjustable-rate mortgages

�( Jumbo mortgages

�( Second homes

�( Investment properties

�( Construction loans
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